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Guiding Principles for Nurses and the COVID-19 Vaccines 

**As the COVID-19 pandemic evolves, this document may be revised as necessary ** 

Vaccines are critical to the control and prevention of infectious disease transmission. The following principles are  
key factors for nurses and other health care professionals to examine in consideration of immunization. 

Access  

It is a considerable challenge to reach a critical mass of people around the world to ensure that COVID-19 vaccines 
reach all recommended communities and countries. It will be important to establish and manage reliable supply  
chains for innovative approaches to effective vaccination. Decisions regarding distribution of the vaccine should follow 
public health principles to control the spread of disease globally irrespective of the ability to purchase the vaccine. 

Transparency 

Transparency in regard to all COVID-19 vaccines must include public access to information related to production, 
manufacturing practices, composition, origin, distribution, allocation, efficacy, safety including data, side effects, 
cautions, warnings, and additional vaccine options.  This must be provided in clear, simple detail in various languages by 
open web content, printed material and mass media public service announcements. 
 
Equity  

It is critical to establish and sustain an infrastructure to support global equitable distribution of COVID-19 vaccines. High 
income countries must not monopolize the global supply of vaccines. Considerations for essential workers and 
vulnerable populations must be prioritized while taking into consideration of public health strategies designed to stop 
the spread of disease.  

Efficacy 

Understanding vaccine efficacy and effectiveness is pertinent for a sustained reduction in the spread of COVID-
19.  Vaccine efficacy is measured by how the vaccine ideally performs in regimented protocols and relatively normal 
hosts; whereas, vaccine effectiveness is retrospective with measuring real world benefits of the vaccine.  These concepts 
are critical measures that impact resources, public trust, the public’s willingness for uptake and health outcomes given 
the virus’ high transmissibility and mortality index. Both concepts strike at the heart of risk benefit ratios from a public 
health perspective - not only for healthcare workers and institutions but for the communities they serve. 

Safety  

The balance of safety and efficacy and the perception of personal risk versus overall benefit are at the core of 
acceptability of immunization practices. The known and potential benefits of a COVID-19 vaccine must outweigh the 
known and potential risks. ANA strongly recommends that registered nurses be vaccinated against COVID-19.  All health 
care personnel (HCP), including registered nurses (RNs), should be vaccinated according to current recommendations 
for immunization of HCP by the CDC and Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology (APIC). ANA 
also believes that it is imperative for everyone to receive immunizations for vaccine-preventable diseases as vaccines 
are critical to infectious disease control and prevention. Moreover, nurses have a professional and ethical obligation to 
model the same health care standards they prescribe to their patients. There is now significant clinical evidence on the 
safety and effectiveness with approved COVID-19 vaccines being administered under the Food and Drug 
Administration’s (FDA) Emergency Use Authorization process. 


