As a nurse, I am contacting you now regarding the upcoming UN General Assembly vote on the resolution to establish of a UN women’s agency. 

I urge you to work vigorously in ensuring the General Assembly moves quickly to establish this UN women’s agency, headed by an Under-Secretary General. Furthermore the agency must be staffed with the expertise to carry out targeted programs and to provide the assistance that governments and the entire UN system require to effectively mainstream gender into policy, plans and programs. 
There is critically important work for this new agency. Poverty, poor access to health care, inadequate education, inequitable relationships between men and women, violence and a variety of social, economic, political and cultural factors adversely affect the health and well-being of women and girls worldwide. At the same time, the healthy development of all citizens and communities is inextricably tied to the education and empowerment of women and the strengthening of their health. Where women participate on an equal footing, societies flourish. The absolute importance of gender equity in every realm of life and all areas of social and economic development cannot be understated. 

Nowhere is the failure to establish and defend women's rights more tragically evident than in the developing world. More than 70 per cent of the world’s 1.3 billion poor are women; maternal mortality rates have not improved for almost two decades; and virtually all maternal deaths (99 per cent) occur in developing countries. Fundamental gender inequalities fuel the HIV/AIDS epidemic, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa where women and girls now make up over 60% of those living with HIV and 76% of those in the 15-24 years of age group. We must act now. 

I am counting on your robust support in ensuring the establishment of a well funded, independent gender entity with program capacity at the country level. This extraordinary opportunity for the UN to achieve the gender goals it espouses cannot be missed.

Sincerely,

